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In the past, the philological study of texts and their linguistic and stylistic properties on the one 
hand and the issues of theory on the other hand have often been regarded as completely distinct and 
separate concerns, sometimes even opposed to each other. At a closer look, however, it is clear that 
the simple opposition of philological and theoretical aims does not hold. In recent times numerous 
comparative and other literary studies have successfully combined philological and theoretical 
approaches and thereby given proof of their compatibility and possible reconciliation. But the 
interrelation between philology’s concern with the manifold languages and idioms of literary texts 
and the engagements of theory reaches further. Philological matters – this is the guiding idea of our 
panel – are not just a supplement or addition to theory. Far from being external to theoretical 
reflection, philological analysis is a genuine element and driving power of the making of theory. 
Thus, philological and linguistic inquiries are often at the heart of theoretical investigations. Michel 
Foucault, for example, in his later lectures held at the Collège de France, takes great interest in the 
origins and historical developments of certain ancient Greek terms such as aletheia and parrhesia, 
which are gradually developed and exposed as key notions of what turns out to be a new way of 
accounting for the subject’s engagement with truth and its relation to power. Similarly Giorgio 
Agamben, drawing on the seminal works of Émile Benveniste and Georges Dumézil, systematically 
resorts to etymological reflections and to comparative analyses of the history of words in the indo-
european language family in order to deploy the meanings and functions of certain core concepts, as 
for example the term sacer which means both ‘holy’ as well as ‘banned’ or ‘cursed.’ As a further 
example of the linguistic or philological interest of theory we could point out Bruno Latour’s 
recurrent preoccupations with rhetoric and the rhetorical tradition, e.g. when he takes up and 
problematizes the old distinction between truth as a conviction created by language and truth as 
evidence established by demonstration. Rhetoric, Latour argues, is not only a fundamental device of 
the arts and humanities, it is also secretly at work in the scientific pursuit of empirical knowledge. 
As a further candidate for the linguistic/philological commitment of theory we can evoke the work 
of Jacques Derrida, in particular his concern with language in its written form as graphè or 
scripture as opposed to its vocal form as speech. This list of examples is, of course, incomplete and 
needs to be extended and complemented.                             
Our panel welcomes papers focusing on the philological or linguistic implications and 
preoccupations of current literary and philosophical theory. We would like to encourage studies 
examining cases of convergence between literary theory and philology or philological investigation. 
Where does the philological problem of the many languages enter into theoretical reflection? And in 
how far does it turn out to be an integral part of the theoretical enterprise?   
Our panel thus addresses the problem of the “many languages” through the angle of the “languages 
of theory”. By exploring the “languages of theory” (or linguistic interventions of theory) the panel 
attempts to draw out the implications of this linguistic impulse and to gain a fuller understanding of 
the intricate and complex relation between theory and philology.   
 
 
Please send you proposals to Joachim Harst: jharst1@uni-bonn.de 
Submission Deadline: 31.08.2015 
The group section will be held in English. 
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